Here’'s what's
going on...

Source: http://kgou.org/

Oklahoma is a state that experiences pe-
riods of persistent drought conditions, so
using water wisely is very important. Even
though Oklahoma may experience good
rainfall during parts of the year, rainfall
patterns are highly variable and therefore
it’s necessary to conserve water wherever
possible.

Oklahoma City residents use up to 40% of

their household water outdoors, and much
of this water use can be reduced consider-
ably.

By implementing water-wise practices in

your home you will reduce water waste

Drought or not, let’s work together to
squeeze every drop!

This project is a collaboration
between:

Squeeze

The city of Oklahoma City has partnered
with Oklahoma State University’s Depart-
ment of Horticulture and Landscape Ar-
chitecture and the Oklahoma Cooperative
Extension Service to help promote outdoor
water conservation.

For more information about how you
can save water outdoors check out these
websites:

www.squeezeeverydrop.com

www.thinkwater.okstate.edu
www.sip.mesonet.org

L-457




This is how you
can help:

1) Landscape planning and design
Start with a good design. Consider the
best use of slopes, soils, drainage, turf,
sun exposure and recreation areas in
your property.

Source: Builder House Plans, Hanley Wood, LLC. Washington, DC

2) Soil quality improvement

- Assess your soil’s quality. If soils are
compacted, consider adding organic mat-
ter and aerating periodically increases
soil water holding capacity.

- Always take a soil test before fertilizing
the landscape. For information on soil
testing go to:

soiltesting.okstate.edu
or visit your local Extension office.

3) Turfgrass management

- Instead of watering on a set schedule,
water when the grass begins to show
signs of wilt.

- If you can see your footprints when you
walk across the yard, it’s time to water.

Source: http://www.overwateringisout.org/

- Water early in the morning to reduce
water loss to evaporation.

4) Plant selection and placement

- Make sure you take plant heights, light
requirements, and water needs into ac-
count.

hosta phlox echinacea
astilbe clematis . iris gnsata,
sibarica, louisiana
Mid-Summeor Late Summer
Bloomer Bloomeor

Source: http://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/Bloom-Time

- Choose plants that are adapted to Okla-
homa’s climate. Always plan before you
plant.

he Zoo’s Rhino exhibit showcases bermudagrass -
a warm-season grass that grows well in Oklahoma;

bermudagrass only needs about 1 inch of water or

http://www.zoochat.com/593/oklahoma-city-z00-2010/ty-z00-2010-
large-black-192714/

The Oklahoma County Extension office also has a

water-wise plant list available.

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Executive Order 11246 as amended, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972
(Higher Education Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal and
state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
genetic information, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, or status
as a veteran, in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This provision includes, but is not
limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and-educational services. The Director of
Equal Opportunity, 408 Whitehurst, OSU, Stillwater, OK 74078-1035; Phone 405-744-5371;
email: eeo@okstate.edu has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination
policies: Director of Equal Opportunity. Any person (student, faculty, or staff) who believes
that discriminatory practices have been engaged in based on gender may discuss his or her
concerns and fileiinformal or formal complaints of possible violations of Title IX with OSU’s
Title IX Coordinator 405-744-9154.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in co
operation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of Oklahoma Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is printed and
issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by the Vice President, Dean, and Director
of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources and has been prepared and
distributed at a cost of 1.75cents per copy.



